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EVANGELISTS   
 Do We Really Need Them … 
 And If So Where Are They 

??
I recently had a Jehovah’s Witness come to the door 
with an “AWAKE” magazine — trying to rack up brownie 
points with his futile attempt to earn salvation through 
door-knocking instead of trusting only and fully in the 
finished work of Christ which forever purchased our 
eternal redemption through God’s divine mercy and 
grace — but as I witnessed the man’s zeal for sharing 
his non-biblical version of faith and his erroneous belief 
in “Salvation by Works” at the door of a complete 
stranger, the thought suddenly came that if most of the 
modern day Church ever mustered up enough gumption 
and concern to actually go door to door with a magazine 
it would probably have to be entitled “ASLEEP”.

Ladies and Gentlemen — listen up — I hate to write 
negative reports but the Church needs a true “WAKE 
UP CALL” — as all the latest statistics and experience 
point to the indisputable fact that the Church in Canada 
is “Asleep at the Wheel” and careening closer and 
closer to a desolate ditch of destruction!

While there may be many causes for this great “falling 
away” I believe the main reason is that most of the 
Church has lost the reality of 
eternity and forsaken their 
passion for the lost — thus 
turning into little more than 
Sunday-go-to-meeting social 
clubs where the saints are 
titillated with fuzzy little feel-
good messages and then 
religiously obligated to pay 
their tithes to keep the lights 
on and to cover the pastor’s 
salary — and they have totally forgotten that first and 
foremost the Church was mandated by God to be a 
“Soul Saving Station” and a bastion of light and hope 
from which the Resurrection Life of Christ could be sent 
out to a lost and dying world that is blinded by sin and 
flailing aimlessly around in spiritual darkness!

And in the midst of this rampant decline into darkness 
the one Christ-ordained ministry that is so desperately 
needed and specifically called and anointed for the 

purpose of reaching souls and bringing God’s healing, 
saving, delivering power to the Body and to the world 
has been discarded and trampled underfoot by the vast 
majority of Christendom — the ministry of the biblical 
based Evangelist!

I have much to address on this topic but suffice it to say 
I truly believe that if Canada and America and the entire 
world are to see a true earth-shaking Revival and the 
great ingathering of souls that everyone and their dog is 
prophesying about — we must bring back the Holy 
Ghost ministry of the anointed evangelist!

But where are the true evangelists in Canada — they 
are basically extinct — gone the way of the dinosaur — 
virtually wiped out by the very Church that so 
desperately needs them — simply because the Church 
of Today no longer thinks them necessary — so it is little 
wonder so many of the big mainline churches of 
yesteryear are talking about selling off their buildings 
and many others have been reduced from once huge 
vibrant congregations to handfuls of white-headed saints 
trying desperately to hold it all together — in other 

words, the Church is losing 
the battle and the reason is 
simple — they have thrown 
out the most impor tant 
ministry for reaching the lost 
and bringing in new souls — 
the ministry of the Power 
Evangelist! 

Now I am going to really 
meddle by stating that part of 

the problem is due to the fact the Church has tried to 
substitute almost everything imaginable in exchange for 
its number one mandate of Soul-Winning — as 
evangelistic rallies that once took place in almost every 
church to reach out to the lost have given way to a 
myriad of specialized conferences designed to bless the 
saints — so today we have everything from “Eyes and 
Ears" conferences to “Nose and Toes” seminars — and 
everything in between — but very little actual soul-
winning!

The Slumbering Church 
has lost 

 the REALITY of ETERNITY,
the VALUE of SOULS  

& its PASSION for the LOST



And most of the eager beavers who attend these 
conventions have to quickly run to the next conference 
as they are always looking to receive the next 
“word” (personal prophecy) from the latest so-called 
prophet who claims to be popping in and out of heaven 
17 times a day and who continually 
boasts of seeing a myriad of angelic 
beings hovering around them. 

Now I certainly do not mean to 
knock anyone who has had a true 
supernatural encounter with God — 
but I find it quite inconceivable that 
in the midst of so much supposed 
“super spiritual angelic activity” one 
is hard pressed to hear a true altar 
call for the unsaved to come and 
surrender their lives to Christ — 
perhaps partially because the 
unsaved are generally not at these 
type of conferences. 

In fact, most of these convocations 
are simply designed to bless the 
saints and to give instructions on 
how to help you feel good or teach 
you how to get rich with little 
emphasis or concern for the lost who 
are on their way to an eternal hell without Christ — 
which further indicates that many in the Church of today 
have left the rudiments of the faith and become little 
more than self-centred, narcissistic, super spiritual, feel 
good, conference Christians! 

And in the midst of all this spiritual hoopla the true 
evangelists who have a burning passion for the lost and 
who have been gifted with the ability to deliver the Word 
of God in such a simple but powerful manner that it 
quickly penetrates the heart of the unbeliever and tugs 
on the heart strings with the 
conviction and reality of God 
to draw their souls “out of 
darkness into the marvellous 
light of God” — has been 
shut out — and starved out 
— labeled as “old wine” and 
not relevant to the needs or 
agenda of the modern day 
Church! 

I wrote about this tragic 
dilemma which I believe is at 
the very root of the great 
falling away in the August 
2002 edition of my ministry 
magazine just after holding a tremendous outdoor 
campaign over a two week period in a seedy parking lot 
on East Hastings in Vancouver Canada in the heart of 
what is internationally renowned as the worst hard-core, 

drug-infested, needle-pushing, heroin and crack 
cocaine, crime-ridden, beat-up-hobo-hooker, sin-in-the-
open drug and alcohol slum in the world — and 
hundreds of drug addicts, prostitutes, pimps, pushers, 
drunkards, derelicts, down-and-outers, run-away girls 

and even notorious gang members 
were saved — and many who came 
with totally blind eyes, deaf ears, 
cancers and numerous physical 
afflictions were instantly set free and 
even full blown AIDS and HIV 
victims were marvellously healed 
and after having their diseased 
blood re-checked several times 
were pronounced clean by the 
medical profession — but far more 
important — their hearts and eternal 
souls were cleansed by the precious 
blood of Jesus!

That my friend is the true gift and 
call of the Evangelist — and that is 
still the kind of bold raw Holy Ghost 
power ministry the Church and this 
sin-sick world desperately needs 
today! 

Thus having reread my old article 
about true “Evangelists” and having posed the question 
of where they are now — I decided to incorporate some 
of that writing into this little article — as despite the fact 
that almost 14 years have passed since I initially wrote 
that demographic report on Evangelists and the Church, 
the statistics are no better today — in fact they are now 
even worse!

Year by year the Church in Canada keeps going down 
in attendance while the number of self-professing non-
believers in our nation along with a staggering flood of 

fresh adherents to false 
foreign rel igions keeps 
dramatically increasing — 
and by the time you read 
through this little discourse 
you will no doubt recognize 
a d i s t i n c t c o r r e l a t i o n 
between why Canada no 
longer has any evangelists 
and why the Church in 
Canada is in such sharp 
decline.

In a nutshell — the Church 
has lost its SALT — and it 
is time to get the Savour 

back in the Salt — the Salt out of the Shaker — and the 
Evangelist back in the Pulpit — if we want to truly see 
Revival!

The Ministry of the  
POWER 

EVANGELIST 
is one of the most 
potent weapons 

in the hands of God 
to destroy the 

works of the devil 
and to emancipate 
lost eternal souls
 in the Name of 

Jesus Christ

You are the Salt of the Earth: 
but if the salt has lost its 

savour, how shall it be salted? 
It is thereafter good 

for nothing, but to be cast out, 
and to be trodden 
under foot of men

Matthew 5:13



As an Evangelist deeply troubled over the pitiful spiritual 
state of our nation, I have been pondering something 
yet again which has deeply troubled me during my 
entire time of ministry! Namely — how did God intend 
the ministry of the Evangelist to fit into the Body? But 
first let’s determine what an Evangelist really is!

We gain our best insight to 
this type of ministry from 
Philip as he is the only one in 
the Bible specifically called by 
that title — but let that not 
deter us from the relevance 
of the Evangelist as there is 
not a single place in the 
entire canon of scripture 
where anyone is called a 
“pastor” and yet we have 
thousands of them! 

Acts 21:8 clearly calls him 
“Philip the Evangelist” who 
was initially one of the seven, 
“a man of good report and full 
of the Holy Ghost!” Acts 6:3 
He began h is fledg l ing 
ministry serving tables, but 
when persecution broke out 
so did his true calling and we 
find him next in Samaria 
preaching the Word of God! 

“And the multitudes with one 
accord heeded the things 
spoken by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, 
crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were 
possessed; and many who were 
paralyzed and lame were 
healed. And there was great joy 
in that city.” Acts 8:5-8 

We derive from this scripture 
that an evangelist’s message is 
clearly Christ — his credentials 
the power of God — his fruit 
eternal souls — and his deposit 
in the city great joy! 


Following that city-shaking  
revival in Samaria we find that a 
true biblical evangelist must not 
only be able to preach to huge 
crowds, but like Philip must 
also be ready and willing to 
witness to lost searching 
i n d i v i d u a l s s u c h a s t h e 
Ethiopian eunuch. (Acts 8:26-38) 

They must have the God-given ability to make the Word 
of God relevant to every culture and creed and be 

readily able to identify with any sector of society, seeing 
no eternal difference in value between the soul of a 
down-and-outer and the soul of one in regal position 
such as the Queen’s Ambassador! 

As such an evangelist should be ready to join any 
man’s chariot and like Philip be able to crack a Bible 

open at any page and within 
moments be proclaiming 
Christ and drawing on the 
heartstrings of the lost! (Acts 
8:32)

This eighth chapter of Acts 
gives us the clearest picture 
of an evangelist and it is 
obvious the Church needs 
more of them today — but 
once again I must ask — 
where are they?

I decided to do a little 
research and conducted my 
own survey across most of 
t h e m a j o r e v a n g e l i c a l 
denominations in Canada  in 
2002 — and even though I 
personally believe a true 
evangelistic ministry such as 
Philip’s must be backed with 
signs and wonders and Holy 
Ghost power, I left out any 
reference to the miraculous 
and simply referred to an 
evangelist as one in full-time 

itinerant ministry who regularly holds soul-winning 
campaigns from city to city or church to church.

Nor did I include such things as 
“puppet ministry” or “friendship 
fishing ministry” although I 
readily admit I am kind of partial 
to that last one! 

I knew the numbers were going 
to be low — but even I was 
shocked at the dismal  result!

In talking to David Hazard, one 
of the assistant superintendents 
of the Pentecostal Assemblies 
of Canada (PAOC), I learned 
they have “more than 1100 
churches and over 3600 
credential holders with about 
120 listed as itinerant ministers” 

— most of which itinerants are 
simply old retired pastors who do some fill-in ministry — 
but in terms of real “Philip style” evangelists the number 
quickly shrinks to much less than a dozen.

Then Philip went down  
to the city of Samaria and 
preached CHRIST to them.  

And the multitudes  
with one accord heeded  

the things spoken by Philip,  
hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did.  

For unclean spirits,  
crying with a loud voice,  

came out of many  
who were possessed;  

and many who were paralyzed 
and lame were healed.  
And there was great joy  

in that city 
Acts 8:5-8

Philip the Evangelist leads the Ethiopian 
eunuch to the Lord before being whisked 

away by the Spirit of God 



When I posed the same question to Gil Killam, the 
Moderator of the Apostolic Church of Pentecost, he told 
me they had about 500 credential holders of which less 
than five were evangelists — and even fewer when it 
came to any kind of true power evangelists.

Franklyn Pyles, president of the Christian Missionary 
Alliance, said they had about 1600 licensed ministers of 
which more than 800 were ordained pastors compared 
to 3 or 4 who may be deemed evangelists — but “no 
Philip style evangelists.”

And according to Chief 
Conference Minister Ike 
Bergen and Director of 
Evangelism James Nickel, 
the Mennonite Brethren 
have more than 500 pastors 
a n d a b s o l u t e l y n o 
evangelists, “although we 
did have a Mennoni te 
evangelist 20 years ago but 
I do not know of any today!”

The picture did not get any brighter when talking to Tim 
Peterson, president of the Foursquare Gospel Church, 
as he said they had over 150 ministers and 75 
churches, but “not a single person listed as an 
evangelist!”

And it got even bleaker with the Evangelical Baptist 
Fellowship for according to regional moderator Dave 
Martenum, they have over 550 churches and over 800 
pastors, but “there is no one currently employed or 

recognized as an itinerant evangelist, nor is there any 
specific office or title set apart by the church for those 
who do evangelism” although Terry Cuthbert, the 
president, later told me they had a couple itinerants.

And Paul Corriveau, pastor of the largest evangelical 
church in Quebec City, told me they have over 300 
pastors in the French branch of the PAOC, but when I 
asked how many evangelists, he said, “I don’t think we 
have one!” 

Now, as Bible-Believing Christians we should readily 
realize just how tragic these statistics are — out of 
seven major evangelical movements in Canada and 
almost 7500 ministers we are hard pressed to find a 

dozen or two who could be 
called ful l-t ime it inerant 
evangelists and not a single 
one of them is supported by 
their national offices — Not A 
Single One! 

Not that any of these leaders 
interviewed said they did not 
believe in the evangelist — 
i t ’ s j u s t t h a t a l l t h e 
evange l i s ts have been 
q u i e t l y a n d s t e a d i l y 
d i s a p p e a r i n g f r o m t h e 

Canadian scene — even in the Full Gospel Pentecostal 
movements where power evangelism and soul-winning 
campaigns played such an important aspect in their 
initial birth and vibrant growth into major denominations 
— at least they did until the fire went out in the Church!

So what happened to create such a marked decline in 
the ministry of the evangelist?

Bill Morrow, the General Superintendent of the PAOC

THE SAD STATE OF EVANGELISTS IN CANADA
DENOMINATION           PASTORS    CHURCHES    EVANGELISTS    SUPPORTED EVANGELISTS

Pentecostal Assemblies    3600+       1100+           ~12                                0
Missionary Alliance    1500+         800+               3                                0
Apostolic                           500+         200+               3                                0
Evangelical Baptist     800+         350+            0-2                                0
Mennonite Brethren     500+         300+               0                                0
Foursquare                           150+           75               0                                0
French PAOC                300+         125               0                                0
 
       AND THEY WONDER WHY THERE IS NO REVIVAL

gave a frank and insightful answer to this critical 
question as he said “…during the 60’s and 70’s 
everything was about reaching the lost, soul winning 
was the top priority and almost any evangelist could 
pack the altars.”

The Evangelist’s 
Message is CHRIST, 
his Credentials the  
POWER OF GOD,  

his Fruit ETERNAL SOULS  
& his Deposit GREAT JOY



“Then came the Charismatic Movement and multitudes 
poured into the churches. They came as adults and they 
came with money and we launched big building 
programs! We stopped focusing on winning and we 
focused on building and nurturing! As churches grew, 
mostly by transfer growth, evangelists were still brought 
in, but nobody was saved 
because nobody brought 
them, so we switched to 
seminars, programs and 
believer’s conventions!”

Those are the exact words 
spoken 14 years ago by 
B i l l Mor row, Genera l 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f 
C a n a d a ’ s l a r g e s t 
evangelical Full Gospel 
denomination — the PAOC 
— and in my opinion that 
analysis was and still is 
right on the money — the 
Church made a dramatic 
and highly unfortunate shift from outreach for eternal 
souls to blessing the sheep and the sheepfold — as 
elaborate buildings, lofty titles, slick programs and the 
desire for mainstream acceptance became more 
important than reaching the lost and dying with the life 
changing Word of God! In essence, the passion for the 
lost which built the Church had died — and in its place 
stand huge half-empty buildings with today’s leaders 
wondering how they will ever fill them again!

A similar thought was conveyed by Terry Cuthbert, 
president of the Evangelical Baptists, as he said, “Our 
focus and energy has shifted to church growth, body 
building and discipling of those already saved and 
unfortunately we have let 
soul-winning slide!”

G i l l K i l l a m , C h i e f 
Moderator of the Apostolic 
Church of Pentecost , 
summed the situation up 
w i t h a c o n c i s e b u t 
poignant conclusion, “The 
modern church has not 
only lost the evangelist, 
but to a large degree the 
w h o l e s p i r i t o f 
evangelism!” I could not agree more!

Could this sad state of affairs explain at least part of the 
reason why the Canadian church with its meagre 7-8% 
evangelicals has not been able to even keep up 
“percentage-wise” to the national growth rate, let alone 
win our nation to Christ! 

Is it possible that we have lost the heart of God for souls
and in so doing, set aside the God ordained ascension

gift of the Evangelist which is the very ministry that 
could potentially help turn the spiritual tide in our land! 

Somehow the Church of Today has either completely 
forgotten about or almost starved out most evangelistic 
ministry — and in so doing has not only lost much of the 

soul-winning impetus an 
evangelist brings to the 
Body, but inadvertently 
put unbelievable pressure 
on many of its pastors. 

You see, in Canada today 
the average church size 
is about 140 members 
and almost everything 
revo lves around the 
pastor! As such he is now 
expected to be chief cook 
and bottle washer — 
e v e r y t h i n g f r o m 
administrator to fund-
raiser, sermon builder to 

miracle worker, the marrying man and the burying man, 
not to mention baby dedicator, baby-sitter, hospital 
visitor and 24 hour crisis counsellor!  

The Result — many pastors burn out — evangelists get 
starved out — and the lost sadly miss out! Something is 
definitely “Out of Order” in the House of God — so 
perhaps we should look afresh at the Bible and see how 
God intended His Church to function!

“And He Himself gave some to be Apostles, some 
Prophets, some Evangelists, and some Pastors and 
Teachers; for the equipping of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the Body of Christ!” 

Ephesians 4:11-12

Note — it does not say 
God gave a “one-fold” 
ministry of “pastor” — but 
rather five very different 
minist ry g i f ts to the 
Church! 

I realize for some this is a 
s e r i o u s p o i n t o f 
contention, especially as 
numbers of pastors today 

balk at the idea of restoring the prophetic and apostolic 
offices — which may not be as surprising as some think 
especially if one considers that even the office of 
“Evangelist” was unheard of for many centuries during 
the Dark Ages — and it was not until the early 1800’s 
when God raised up Charles Finney, an astute lawyer 
who underwent a dramatic conversion and having 
recognized the ministry gift in the Word — boldly 
proclaimed himself an Evangelist! 

And He Himself gave some 
to be Apostles, some Prophets, 

some Evangelists, 
and some Pastors and Teachers, 

for the equipping of the saints
 for the work of ministry, 

for the edifying of the 
Body of Christ

Ephesians 4:11-12

When the Church is reduced to a 
“One Fold Ministry” 

— The Pastor BURNS OUT
— Evangelists are STARVED OUT

— the Lost MISS OUT 



Many of the day called him a heretic for this claim — but 
the proof of his evangelistic calling was in the incredible 
results as entire towns and cities in America were 
shaken to the core and multitudes were born into the 
Kingdom of God! Even the great missionary statesman, 
Oswald J. Chambers, stated, “Finney had the greatest 
success rate of any with over 80% of 
his converts remaining true to the 
end!” That is Soul-Winning with 
Power — and biblical evidence of a 
true Evangelistic gift in operation! 

So the question is — Do we still need 
evangelists today — and if so, where 
are they?

Believe it or not — some of them 
have become frustrated pastors 
preaching to frustrated churches! I 
know several who were called to be evangelists — true 
soul-winning fire-brand revivalists for Jesus — but they 
soon realized that most of current day church structure 
and pastor-dominated mentality of the Church did not 
even understand the dynamics of evangelistic ministry 
— let alone support it financially — so they opted to 
become pastors themselves in order to stay in ministry 
and receive a necessary pay check! 

But the problem is they cannot build a church on 
evangelistic gifting alone 52 weeks of the year! So in 
their attempt to adopt a role that God had not 
necessarily called them to or equipped them for, their 
evangelistic gifts began to stagnate, their passion for the 
lost went unmet and they ended up 
frustrated — an evangelist trapped 
inside a pastoral office!

Such pastors no doubt feel just as out 
of place babysitting a bunch of 
discontented bleating sheep every 
Sunday morning as one truly called to 
be a pastor would feel if he had to 
challenge the darkness over an entire 
foreign nation, hug drunks, derelicts 
and prostitutes into the Kingdom on 
drug-infested Skid Row, or believe God to open totally 
blind eyes on a regular basis!  

Each has his own gifting from God — the pastor is not 
an evangelist and the evangelist is not a pastor — and 
yet we have some pastors who actually think they 
embody the entire five-fold ministry!  Lord have mercy 
on their egotistical stupidity!

Nevertheless, all can and all should obey the instruction 
Paul gave Timothy! “Do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry!” 2 Timothy 4:5  In fact, David Hazard 
referred to this scripture when he stated, “Most 
evangelism taking place today in the PAOC is done 
through the senior pastor in the regular service!”

I suppose we should thank God for that feeble bit of 
evangelism and that some pastors are still winning the 
odd soul in church — but the reality is — THEY ARE 
FISHING IN THE BATHTUB! 

By and large the people who attend church should 
already be saved — especially in 
Full Gospel denominations — a 
thought I shall leave for another 
article — but it leaves little doubt that 
soul-winning should be part of 
normal Christian life, whether in the 
pulpit or on the street — and all are 
called to be soul-winners!

Of course, all five-fold ministries can 
slightly overlap — what Peter 
Wagne r r e fe r s t o as “ be i ng 
hyphenated” in your calling — but 

there is still a phenomenal difference between doing the 
odd altar call in a Sunday morning service or at a 
church bean supper and walking in the call, anointing 
and gifting of a true Philip style evangelist! 

For example, I have personally done numbers of 
weddings, funerals and baby dedications but I know that 
is not my principle calling — I even pastored for about 
six months when I first started ministry in 1978 and as 
the presence of the Holy Ghost came in power, that 
dinky little struggling congregation was rapidly 
transformed into a packed-out house with God healing 
and saving many and almost the entire congregation 
laid out like cordwood around the altar every service — 

they may have called me “Pastor” at 
the time but in actuality an Evangelist 
was in the House! 

So it has not been surprising over the 
years that many have begged me to 
start a church in their city but if I ever 
did, it would no doubt be a pretty wild, 
Holy Ghost, party-style, love-on-
everybody, healing and deliverance 
type of church because I would expect 

every service to have a full-blown 
revival atmosphere! But that is not my calling — I know 
God called me to be an Evangelist! 

So once again — where are Canada’s evangelists?
Unfortunately, there are a large number who have 
simply quit the ministry all together and gone into 
secular employment — many of whom gravitated 
towards the ubiquitous backup role of former minister / 
now insurance salesman — and went about selling 
“term life insurance” — instead of promoting “Eternal 
Life Insurance”.

Why — because many of them say they had their fill of 
pouring themselves out for God and for souls without 
any church recognition, appreciation or remuneration. 

Church Preaching 
is like

FISHING 
IN THE 

BATHTUB

Do the work 
of an Evangelist, 

fulfill your 
ministry
2 Timothy 4:5



Are you starting to see the problem — it is the Church 
itself that has created the decline in evangelism — the 
structure is seriously wrong and it is highly unbiblical — 
so I boldly declare — at the risk of losing friends — that 
if we ever want to see a true Revival in Canada it is time 
to blow up this current ecclesiastical structure and 
rebuild the True Church on God-ordained biblical 
principles including all five ascension gifts! 

Now add to the growing number of long-time 
disappeared evangelists the 
ones who have “fulfilled their 
ministry” and passed on to 
their eternal rewards in glory 
w i t h n o o n e r e a d y o r 
equipped to pick up their 
mantle and the dearth of 
evangelists grows even more! 

Then there are a few who 
packed up their families and 
moved to the foreign field as 
missionaries because in most overseas settings the 
office of evangelist is still highly honoured and 
welcomed — much bigger crowds turn out, locals are 
eager to be trained, new churches are planted and 
multitudes are born into the Kingdom! 

Hence the explosive growth in some of these developing 
nations — and some of this past growth and nurturing 
has been partially attributable to missionary support 
programs which functioned for years through some of 
these denominations — but even in this department, 
Randy Sonchen, Director of World Missions for the 
PAOC, stated, “There is a major shift coming in how we 
fund Missions in the future and more and more we will 
see missionaries networking with local churches!”

In other words, if God calls you 
and places a burning passion 
upon your heart to go to the 
foreign field as a church 
planter or missionary you will 
have to find a local church that 
wants to support you or else 
go out and raise your own 
funding — one more sign that 
t h e “ b e a n c o u n t e r s ” 
overseeing the purse strings of 
the denominational wineskins 
are losing the vision to reach 
the lost! 

Of course it would be wrong to attribute all foreign 
growth to the efforts of missionary evangelists alone for 
it takes the “five-fold” ministry working together to truly 
impact a nation — but evangelists always have been 
and always will be the Catalyst that spark the Revival!

Which is the main reason I question why most pastors 
simply cannot comprehend that something similar could 
happen in our own nation if the office of evangelist was 
more highly esteemed, supported and welcomed here! 

Now there is yet one last part of the answer to what has 
happened to our Canadian evangelists — because 
many of them have gone stateside! Over the years I 
have heard the same comments from probably a 
hundred itinerant ministers who said, “It’s a sad day in 

Canada for evangelists — we 
seldom get paid so we have 
to go preach in the United 
States to make a living!” 

And then they have usually 
added, “Evangelists go south 
for a reason — they have got 
tired of starving their families 
and tak ing ou t second 
mortgages!”

There is a stark similarity here to many of our doctors 
and nurses who have packed up and headed south 
where the money is better, the opportunities greater and 
the gifting or talent usually more appreciated! 

Maybe that also partly explains why according to 
demographic researcher George Barna, America has 
42% of its entire population who classify themselves as 
“born again” evangelical Christians compared to 
Canada’s piddly and still shrinking 7-8%. But just as 
certainly as our medical system and high tech industry 
has suffered a brain-drain on its professionals — so the 
Church has suffered the loss of its evangelistic ministry!

That drain must stop! We desperately need our 
evangelists — but it will only stop when the Canadian 

mentality towards evangelism 
is radically transformed!

A n o t h e r m a j o r p o i n t o f 
frustration for a number of my 
Canadian colleagues is how 
many pastors in our nation 
seem to think the evangelist or 
speaker must be better if he 
comes from the USA as 
though the ano in t ing i s 
automatically stronger if it is 
registered on the southern 
side of the 49th Parallel. 

Please — if you believe that give your head a shake!

Perhaps it is because we have so few real evangelists 
left of our own that we have to either import them or 
catch them on television! The result is a double blow to 
Canadian itinerants, for it leaves them feeling their gift is 
not valued while at the same time multiplied millions of 

BRING BACK 
THE EVANGELIST 

The Salvation of our Nation is 

AT STAKE!

Go out 
into the Highways
and Biways, and 

compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled

Luke 4:23



dollars from Canadian Christians flow across the border 
each and every year to support our southern 
counterparts — but when one of Canada’s own pours out 
their heart for souls and asks the same people to support 
reaching the lost in their own nation — they usually 
receive a paltry token — if 
anything — of what goes south!

One evangelist even told me he 
was so happy when the Canadian 
“Two-ney" came out as his 
offerings almost doubled — that 
statement would be hilarious if it 
wasn’t so close to the truth! No 
wonder Canadian evangelists 
have opted to start their own 
church, go across the border or 
quit altogether!

Now please don’t misunderstand
— there are a lot of tremendous 
preachers beyond our borders and we thank God for the 
many blessings they have brought our way — but my 
Canadian friend — listen up! You will not find many of 
them in the trenches pouring out their hearts week after 
week with our sighing, dying and crying — nor should we 
expect them to be!

This is our land and if this nation is to be won for Christ 
Canadians must reach Canadians — and that means 
that Canadians must begin to recognize, pray for, stand 
with and support the anointed ministers God has given 
them — and that includes their own evangelists to 
enable them to not only meet their needs but to have 
ample over to grow their ministries — just as most 
pastors expect! 

But unfortunately the current “dried out ecclesiastical 
wineskins” and denominational structures which no 
longer contain New Wine have not and obviously will not 
allow for that — and as a result evangelists are left with 
no option but to try to work outside the church structure 
— whi le the Church that so 
desperately needs them continues 
to dry up and die! 

When I initially wrote on this topic 14 
years ago I actually thought there 
was a glimmer of hope as almost 
every one of the denominational 
leaders I personally interviewed said 
they realized this had become a 
very serious problem and that they 
were going to re-evaluate the role 
and treatment of the evangelist — 
but another 14 years have passed and by what one sees 
with the natural eye, the landscape appears bleaker than 
ever for the Canadian Church!

We still see Christian numbers in Canada dwindling—

money is still being poured into brick and mortar and 
entertainment instead of souls — the pastor is still 
lording it over his diminishing flock — and the evangelist 
is still on the outside knocking!

And it is not that Canadians are 
cheap — in fact many of them 
are extremely generous — but in 
my view, far too many have been 
duped by religious jargon and 
twisted scriptures from the pulpit 
— for the purpose of  elevating 
the role of Pastor to “Pope of the 
Flock” — and making brick and 
mortar and new carpet and 
higher steeples more important 
than doing what Jesus said — to 
win the lost both at home and 
abroad!

I don’t know if I even dare state 
how many times I have heard pastors in numerous 
churches where I was preaching tell their congregations 
at offering time — Remember, the tithe belongs to the 
church (synonymous with belonging to the one-fold 
ministry of pastor), we have our building program, and 
we need your support for our other fundraisers — but if 
you have an extra $5 bill on you feel free to give it to the 
evangelist — either that or they have proceeded to raise 
a big offering for one of my overseas soul winning 
outreaches and then kept all or most of the money 
which I have also experienced far too many times — so 
it might be wise for such pastors to ask Ananias and 
Sapphira how that game worked out for them! 

The bottom line is  — most of today’s Church is sick — it 
is dying at the roots — it has become introverted — the 
saints have been lulled to sleep — and the one single 
ministry most needed to shake them out of their 
slumber, bring the healing power of Christ, and stir them 
back to the number one task at hand is that of the 
anointed Philip style Evangelist — but most of the 

church in Canada appears to be 
more concerned that they may lose 
a couple dollars in the offering than 
they are about even seeing their 
own church members miraculously 
healed or lost eternal souls being 
saved! 

Now I am sure I have ruffled plenty 
of feathers — and I intend to ruffle 
many more — but the reason I am 
writing this is out of deep concern 
for our nation and I am angry at the 

devil — angry at the demon spirits that have infiltrated 
the Church of Christ, and angry that the Church has 
distorted the Word of God and turned its back on its 
God-given mandate to preach the Gospel to every soul 
in Canada and the entire world!

Old Dried Out 
Ecclesiastical Wineskins 

and Denominational 
Structures that hold 

little to no New Wine & 
no heart for Soul-Winning 

 will soon become 
Relics of the Past

Don't lord it 
over the people 

assigned to your care, 
but lead them by your

 own good example
1 Peter 5:3



And let me add, I get perturbed with so-called believers 
who don’t really believe — and with pulpit preachers 
who don’t really preach — at 
l e a s t n o t t h e t r u e 
unadulterated Word of God 
with conviction and heart!

Whatever happened to the 
foundational words written by 
Paul, “For the wages of sin is 
death — but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!”

That one scripture contains 
the basics of evangelism in a nutshell — “Dead Without 
Christ — Alive With Christ” — and that is the never-
changing message that once again must be shouted 
from the rooftops of Canada — and that is the core 
message of the Evangelist and the only message that 
brings life — both now and forevermore! 

But today’s Church has been lulled to sleep in the arms 
of worldly thinking and methods — when will they realize 
their cute little programs won’t work, their lofty titles and 
fancy buildings won’t work — their pulpit politics and 
pastoral pontificating won’t work — the Church only 
needs one crucial thing — JESUS — His Presence, His 
Power and His Love — nothing more — nothing less! 

So why has much of the Church closed its doors on the 
Evangelist — not surprisingly, the subject of money has 
been one of the most decisive factors — pastors always 
seem to be scared that a soul-winner may get a few 
dollars that could have gone in their church bucket — 
but evangelism should 
never be about money — 
it is ultimately about 
winning the lost — it is 
about eternal souls — 
each one worth more 
than all the world! 

A n d i f p a s t o r s a n d 
denomina t ion heads 
could simply wrap their 
heads around the fact 
that if fresh souls are truly 
won and plugged into 
exist ing churches —
Everybody Wins — and 
the Church flourishes! 

That is why God gave “some Evangelists” and they are 
still His primary ascension gift for plundering hell and 
populating heaven — and they should be treated and 
appreciated as such — even if it means massaging 
some old wineskins and perhaps creating some new 
fresh Holy Ghost wineskins that can actually hold what 
others have already lost!   

But one thing is for certain — the invitation and order of 
Christ has not changed — He is still calling, “Follow Me 

and I will make you Fishers of 
Men!”  Matthew 4:19

So I for one intend to keep 
preaching Jesus — seeking 
His face — calling on His 
power — walking in His 
anoint ing — cast ing out 
demons and healing the sick 
in His mighty Name — and 
most importantly, winning 
souls, precious eternal souls! 

Interestingly, just as I was finishing this article, a fairly 
prominent Pentecostal pastor joined the rhetoric on this 
subject to emphatically declare the “Day of the 
Evangelist is Over” — a frequently heard statement from 
pulpits and podiums these days and surprisingly even in 
some charismatic circles — in fact this particular 
preacher went on to state the ministry of the Evangelist 
was now “Dead and Gone Forever” — and God was 
doing a “new thing” where all evangelism would be 
centred around one-on-one friendship style “Donuts and 
Jesus” meetings — and it was obvious by his 64 inch 
belly bulging with huge layers of sugar-packed double 
glazed fritters over his severely stretched belt line that 
his ministry must be really experiencing growth! 

Now pardon my sarcasm — but where do these idiot 
preachers come from — what Bible are they reading — 
or perhaps that is the problem — they are not reading 
the Bible, just making up nonsense in their heads to 
justify their lack of spiritual power and then propagating 

lunacy from the pulpit — 
exactly as Jesus said of 
the Pharisees, “You have 
taken away the key of 
k n o w l e d g e : y o u 
yourse lves have no t 
entered in, and those that 
were entering in, you 
have hindered”  Luke 
11:52  And al l th is 
m a l a r k e y i s b e i n g 
preached in the Name of 
the Lord! 

My friend — don’t believe 
t h a t f o o l i s h n e s s — 
sharing your faith with 

friends over coffee should be normal Christian life for 
every believer — but it will never replace full-blown 
miracle evangelism — there is (if I may use a pun) a 
gaping hole in that premise — a donut-hole — and Holy 
Ghost ministry will never be replaced by some sugary 
pastry no matter how sweet the taste — and the ministry 
of the Evangelist is certainly far from over! 

For the Wages of Sin is Death
but the Gift of God 

is Eternal Life 
through Jesus Christ 

our Lord
Romans 6:23 

WHO CHANGED THE 
FORMULA?

Is it
DONUTS & JESUS 

or

MIRACLES & JESUS

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-6-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-6-23/


In fact, the Evangelist is and always will be an integral 
part of the five-fold ministry gift that God Himself gave 
the Church “for the equipping of the saints, for the work 
of ministry, and for the edifying of the body of Christ”  — 
now hear the rest of the scripture — “till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ!”  
Ephesians 4:11-14

Now correct me i f I missed 
something, but I do not believe the 
Church has reached that place yet 
— and until such time as the saints 
are all fully equipped — the work of 
the ministry is fully completed — 
the Body of Christ is fully edified (built up spiritually and 
morally and has become fully Christ-like) — the Church 
is walking in perfect love and unity of faith — our lives 
collectively measure up to the stature and fullness of 
Christ — and the supreme task of World Evangelism 
has been fully completed to the point that every living 
soul on Planet Earth has heard and witnessed the 
demonstrable reality and power of the Risen Christ as 
stated in Matthew 24:14 — the Evangelist will still be 
here and thriving in his calling!

Furthermore, if I really wanted to emphasize the 
prominence God placed on the gift of the Evangelist and 
blow more (donut) holes in this modern church fallacy 
that the Pastor is the King-Pin who rules the roost in the 
Church and all spiritual matters — I would take note of 
Ephesians 4:11 where God placed the Evangelist in the 
very centre when listing His five ministry gifts — with the 
Apostles and Prophets on one side and the Pastors and 
Teachers on the other — in other words in the heart and 
order of God — centre stage went 
to the Evangelist and Evangelism 
— certainly something to ponder!

But I for one refuse to get hung up 
on titles — as there is not the 
slightest doubt in my mind that God 
has called and anointed me by his 
Spirit — so I am perfectly secure in 
my calling and it matters little what 
title anyone wants to place on me 
— Evangelist, Itinerant minister 
Exhorter unto salvation, Miracle 
man, Jesus man, Revival ist, 
Apostle, Teacher or even Pastor  
(I’ve been called all of them many 
times by many high profile leaders) — or better yet no 
title at all — because unlike some who find their identity 
in their little cli[p-on name tags, titles have never been 
important to me — in fact I really don’t like titles so 
“Brother Len” suits me just fine — but one thing I do 
know for certain — regardless of titles, the Master has 
called me and made me a true Fisher of Men! 

And just so you know, I will preach whatever He places 
on my heart no matter how hot or heavy it may come or 
how many religious devils it stirs up — as unlike some 
controlled pastors I don’t have any overseer at 
headquarter’s dictating what I can or cannot preach — 

nor do I buy my sermons off the 
regurgitated internet — I simply do 
my utmost to hear a fresh word from 
heaven and when I do I boldly 
thunder it out with passion and fire 
as many of my followers well know!

And as for the money side of this 
evangelistic quagmire which the 
Church has created — I refuse to 
allow the current distorted system or 
any lukewarm or manipulative 

church structure to dictate my life or future of ministry — 
the Bible says, “My God shall supply all my needs 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!” 
Philippians 4:19 — and I firmly believe God is a good 
God and a big enough God to stand behind and perform 
His Promise — even in the arena of finances — so I 
boldly declare “I Have  No Lack or Need in Jesus Name!” 

And if someone reading this gets mad and decides to 
write me off as too critical or too abrasive — too bad — 
your loss — maybe God was calling you to repentance 
— and if others are stirred by the truths herein and 
decide to stand with me for Revival and Souls then 
welcome aboard my friend — now let’s go change our 
nation and shake this world in Jesus Name! 

So I will ask one last time — do we still need the 
Evangelist — the answer is Yes, a thousand times Yes! 
Do our Canadian churches still need Philip-style Holy 
Ghost, firebrand ministries — no doubt about it! Can the 

evangelist help change the spiritual 
destiny of our nation — absolutely, in 
fact that has always been God’s 
intention!  And is it time to start 
supporting our own — Yes, again a 
thousand times Yes! In fact, it is long 
overdue!

So perhaps we can learn something 
after all from the little Jehovah’s 
Witness door-knocker — as the title 
of his magazine should stir the spirit 
of every true Christian to “Wake Up 
the Sleeping Giant” — the Church 
of our Lord Jesus Christ — to 
rekindle the zeal for soul-winning — 

to stir up the gift of evangelism — and help usher in a 
true Holy Ghost Awakening!

Now let me close with the timely words of the Apostle 
Paul to the Church of Today, “AWAKE, YOU WHO 
SLEEP, ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND CHRIST WILL 
GIVE YOU  LIGHT.”  Ephesians 5:14


AWAKE  
you who sleep,  

Arise from the dead  
And Christ  

will give you light   
Ephesians 5:14 

Follow Me 
and I will make 

you 
FISHERS OF MEN  

Matthew 4:19



TRUE EVANGELISM IN ACTION 
Tens of thousands of first-time salvations in a single altar call 

in massive response to Christ in Semipalatinsk Stadium — KAZAKHSTAN

SECURE IN MY CALLING  
Ain’t No Doubt About It  —  I AM AN ‘EVANGELIST’

Whether in Tents or Cathedrals, Stadiums or Soccer Fields, Churches or Ghettos
Multitudes of Souls are always Saved and phenomenal Miracles always take place 

THAT IS THE CALL & GIFTING OF THE EVANGELIST

Keys 
to Confidence 
and Assurance

in Ministry 
Embrace Your Call
Know Your Ministry
Believe The Word

Always Exalt Jesus
Hunger for the Spirit

Fast and Pray
Be Bold in Faith

Trust God for 
the Impossible
Operate in Love

See every Soul as 
Precious 

Never Give Up
Give God the Glory

DOCTOR CONFIRMED 

HEALED OF AIDS
Sheila Roberts had been a hooker in 
Vancouver’s East End and contacted HIV 
and Hep C that developed into full blown 
AIDS — she rushed to the altar along 
with many others weeping profusely with 
her doctor’s reports in hand — the Spirit 
of God came down powerful as I handed 
her my Bible stating, That doctor’s report 
is a death sentence — God’s Word is a 
life sentence — God says You shall NOT 
DIE but LIVE! She squealed for joy as the 
Lord opened her totally deaf ear — and 
went for new blood tests. The first test 
came back stating absolutely no Hep C 
and liver enzymes normal — some days 
later the HIV and AIDS test came back — 
NEGATIVE — the CD4 count was 
normal, the viral count normal, the white 
blood cells producing normally and 

no trace of HIV or AIDS virus in her blood!  She and her husband 
Marcus (l) were both saved and lit on fire for God — just one of 
multitudes of incredible life changing miracles on SKID ROW

HOW CAN ANY “DONUTS & JESUS” PASTOR 
EVER TELL PEOPLE LIKE THIS THE MINISTRY OF 

THE EVANGELIST IS NO LONGER NEEDED 



SUPPORT YOUR EVANGELIST

World Harvest Outreach Ministries Inc
32509 Verdon Way, Abbotsford BC

Canada V2Y 7T3

1-250-300-8082
info@lenlindstromglobal.com 

www.lenlindstromglobal.com

BRINGING BACK
THE MINISTRY GIFT OF

EVANGELIST

Now Folks — it is time to quit playing church — 
time to set aside religious Sunday morning  
thinking — time to get serious with the Living God 
— and time to put Evangelism and the ministry of 
the Evangelist back on the front burner where God 
has always intended it to be! The salvation of 
millions and billions of souls is at stake! 

But as you have clearly seen — by and large 
Canada no longer has any Evangelists because 
the modern Church through its twisted theology 
has starved and drove them out in exchange for 
programs, buildings and control over God’s 
people — of their own admission, they’ve lost the 
Vision for the unsaved and the Passion for eternal 
souls — which in my opinion means much of the 
Church is no longer listening to God’s heart and 
has sadly become more of an impediment or 
hindrance to evangelism than a positive driving 
force for the national and global soul-winning 
Revival God desires to send!

Please understand — I am not saying don’t support 
your church or pastor — you should — but in the same 
measure you should be supporting the Evangelist — 
remember — God gave a five-fold — not a ‘one-fold’ 
ministry — and in the final analysis nothing should ever 
matter more to a true Bible believing Christian than 
seeing lost perishing souls come to Christ!

Put it this way — do you want to stand before God on 
resurrection morning and say, Lord, I helped carpet the 
building and put in new pews and a nice air conditioner  
so we could be comfortable for the couple hours we 
spend here — or do you want to be able to say, Lord 
Jesus, I was humbly blessed to be able to help finance 
the Gospel of Power and every dollar I gave played an 
integral part in seeing multiplied millions of precious 
souls get saved who except for my support for 
evangelism may have been lost forever! 

Religious preaching from the pulpit will seldom if ever 
tell you that — but I will — and I am sure God will also! 

So here’s the deal …
I am believing God for 300 people to commit $100 per month to support 
and help bring back the Evangelistic Ministry — let me be your Evangelist 
and let’s win millions of precious souls together to the glory of God!

Some of you will no doubt want to do much more per month — and for others it may not be possible to do a 
full $100 — but I am sure everyone reading this can commit to at least $50 per month — but whatever you do 
— pray first and then “DO IT AS UNTO THE LORD” and God will bless you — both in this life and in eternity! 

You may send your gifts by check to the ministry address below or by Credit Card through the secure site on 
our ministry website at www.lenlindstromglobal.com/give/ — and please email me at 
info@lenlindstromglobal.com regarding your desire to make a “Monthly Commitment” to this much 
needed ministry and we will set that up as we partner together for Souls and Revival! 

Now be blessed and KNOW YOU ARE LOVED!

Len Lindstrom

mailto:info@lenlindstromglobal.com
http://www.lenlindstromlobal.com
http://www.lenlindstromglobal.com/give/
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